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BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of
INVESTIGATION NO. 12314

HAROLD WALGREN, M.D.
FINDINGS OF FACT,

Holder of License No. 15798 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND
For the Practice of Medicine ORDER FOR PROBATION

In the State of Arizona.

INTRODUCTION

Harold Walgren, M.D. appeared with his attorney, Duane Olson, before the Arizona
Board of Medical Examiners (Board) for a formal interview at its public meeting on
November 18, 1999. After due consideration of the facts and law applicable to this matter,
the Board voted to issue the following findings of fact, conclusions of law and order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of
the practice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2. Dr. Walgren is the holder of License No. 15798 for the practice of medicine
in the State of Arizona.

3. Investigation No. 12314 was initiated after the Board received notice of a
malpractice settlement concerning the death of patient S.H., a 17-year-old male. The
investigation concerned whether Dr. Walgren, a radiologist, along with Charles Haerter,
M.D., a surgeon, failed to diagnose a cardiac tamponade secondary to a mot'or-vehicle
accident that resulted in the patient's death.

4. On December 12, 1995, patient S.H. was admitted to the Emergency Room

at Havasu Regional Medical Center, following a single vehicle high-speed car accident.
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Patient S.H. was examined by Scott Diugos, M.D., an emergency room physician, who
determined that the patient was suffering from status-post motor vehicle accident and
hypotension.

5. A CT scan of patienfS.H.'s chest, abdomen and pelvis were performed, as
well as a chest x-ray and c-spine. All of patient S.H.'s x-rays and CT scans were reviewed
and interpreted as normal by Dr. Walgren, when in fact the chest CT scan actually showed
evidence of pericardial effusion of significant proportions.

B. Patient S.H. had marked signs bf cardiovascular instability that responded to
high volume IV fluid therapy. He also had abrasions and contusions around the shoulder
and anterior chest, consistent with a shoulder restraint injury, but no significant finding
being reported on the CT scan of the chest. Patient S.H. was admitted to the Intensive
Care Unit for monitoring with the diagnosis of hypotension, etiology presently obscure.

7. Patient S.H.'s stay in the Intensive Care Unit began at 2:45 a.m. and at
approximately 4:30 a.m., he went into cardiac arrest and could not be resuscitated.

8. An autopsy conducted on patient S.H. found a laceration at the level of the
inferior vena cava and atrium that led to cardiac tamponade.

9. Dr. Walgren's failure to correctly interpret patient S.H.'s chest CT scan
contributed to the misdiagnosis of patient S.H.'s pericardial effusion and tamponade.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over Dr.
Walgren.
2. The conduct and circumstances described above in paragraphs 5 to 9

constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(25)(I)(conduct that the
board determines is gross malpractice, repeated malpractice or any malpractice resulting

in the death of a patient).




10
11
12
13
14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3. The conduct and circumstances described above in paragraphs 5 to 9
constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(25)(q)((any conduct or
practice which is or might be harmful or dangerous to the health of the patient or the
public).

ORDER

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is hereby
ordered that Dr. Walgren be placed on probation with the following terms:

1. Dr. Walgreen shall obtain fifteen (15) hours of Continuing Medical Education
(CME), pre-approved by Board staff, in thoracic CT interpretation. The CME shall be
completed within six (6) months of this Order. The CME hours shall be in addition to the
hours required for annual renewal of medical license.

2. Dr. Walgreen shall remain on probation until he provides Board staff with
satisfactory evidence of CME completion.

3. Any violation of the Board’s order shall constitute unprofessional conduct
and subject Dr. Walgreen to further disciplinary action pursuantto A R.S. § 32-1451.

RIGHT TO PETITION FOR REVIEW

Dr. Walgren is hereby notified that he has the right to petition for a rehearing.
Pursuantto A.R.S. § 41-1092.09, as amended, the petition for rehearing must be filed with
the Board’'s Executive Director within thirty (30) days after service of this Order and
pursuant to A.A.C. R4-16-102, it must set forth legally sufficient reasons for granting a
rehearing. Service of this Order is effective five (5) days after the date of mailing. If a
petition for rehearing is not filed, the order becomes effective thirty-five (35) déys after it

has been mailed.
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Dr. Walgren is further notified that the filing of a petition for rehearing is required to
preserve any rights of appeal to the superior court that he may wish to pursue.
DATED this a?é"iday of 7?%4/&;“) , 1899,

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
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ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this
o 4™ day of Moyember . 1999, with:

The Arizona Board of Medical Examiners
1651 East Morten, Suite 210
Phoenix, AZ 85020

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing mailed by Certified
Mail this 2L} day ofm 1999, to:

Harold Walgren, M.D.
130 Estero Lane
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340-4232

COPY of the foregoing mailed this
A Peday of ?\_/a‘i’fm&g, 1999, to:
Duane Olson, Esq.

Olson, Jantsch, Bakker & Blakey
7243 North 16th St.

P.O. Box 47250

Phoenix, AZ 85068-7250
Attorney for Dr. Walgren
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COPY of the foregoing hand delivered this
A4 day of _\javembey , 1999, to:

Gordon Bueler, Assistant Attorney General
The Arizona Board of Medical Examiners
1651 East Morten, Suite 210

Phoenix, AZ 85020
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