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'ln the Matter of
‘ MICHAELT SALWlTZ M D

" BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD -~

Case No MD-02 0214
: CONSENT AGREEMENT FOR

o

Holder of License No. 13243 © _ DECREE OF CENSURE
For the Practice of Medicine =~ - - , L
in the State of Arizo_na.-.-‘-"

CONSENT AGREEMENT

By mutual agreement and understandmg, between the Anzona Medlcal Board N
( Board )and Mlchael T Salwntz M D (“Respondent") the partles agreed to the followmg o

- dlsposmon of th|s matter

1. Respondent acknowledges that he has read and understands thls Consent
Agreement and the stlpulated Flndlngs of Fact Conclusnons of Law and Order (“Consent

Agreement”) Respondent acknowledges that he has the nght to consult W|th legal

counsel regardmg th|s matter and has done so or chooses not to do so.

' .2. Respondent understands that by entermg |nto thls Consent Agreement he

voluntanly relmqu:shes any nghts to a heanng or jUdICIal rewew in state or federal court on o

' the matters alleged or to challenge thls Consent Agreement inits entlrety as lssued by the

Board and walves any other cause of actlon related thereto or ansmg from sald Consent o
Agreement | | | : | o | |

. 3. Respondent acknowledges and understands that th|s Consent Agreement |s

1 not effectlve untll approved by. the Board and S|gned by |ts Executlve Dlrector

4, AlI admussnons made by Respondent are solely for flnal dlsposmon of thISA "

' matter and any subsequent related admlnlstratlve proceedlngs or civil Iltlgatlon lnvolvmg '

the Board and Respondent Therefore sald admlssmns by Respondent are not mtended'

or made for any other use such as ln the context of another state or federal government
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regu!atory agencv prooeedlng, cfvﬂ or cnmmal court proceedmg, in zhe State.—
any o*her s‘ate or federal court. ' R . '
' 5. Respondent acknowiedges and agrees upon .,tgmng e

Agreement and returmng it (or a copy thereof) to the Boards Execotv. o

Respondent may not revo'(e hns acceptance of the Consent Agreement Red {;

|| ave meffectrve and vord unless mutUaltv approved by the pames

B Responderrt further understands that thls Consent P@roer"~‘-'

approved end 31gned is a pubhc necord that rnay be pubhdy dxseemlnater‘ A

Anzona Medlca} Board‘s webslte

unenforceable the rememder of the Consent A\greement in !ts entnrery shd o

' force and effect

" DATED:

Michael T. 5 wits, M.D:

e " DATED:
Martin P. Clare, Esq. * . - Te T
Attomey for Respondent
|{Approved as to. Form
o o ‘ FINDIN CT ,
e The Board rs tre d.:iy oonstituted authonty for the regulatron an:

'ne practlce of allopa’(hlc medrome in the State of Anzona

not rmaks any modrrca rons to the document Any mcdrﬁcateons to thls ongnm, e

actron of the Board and wm be 'eporteo to the Na‘uonal Prachtroner Data Bar' L

7. If any oart of the Consent Agreement us lafer declared vo:d i
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regulatory agency proceedmg, civrl or cnmlnal court proceedlng, ln_ the State of 'A'rizona ol | |

any other state or federal court

| 5 Respondent acknowledges and agrees upon srgnlng thrs Consent
Agreement and returnrng it (or a copy thereof) to the Boards Execu’uve Drrector

. Respondent may not revoke hls acceptance of the Consent Agreement Respondent may -

not make any modlflcatlons to the document Any modrﬁcatnons to thus origmal document
are rneffectlve and void unless mutually approved by the pames N |

6 o Respondent further understands that th|s Consent Agreement once

'approved and srgned rs a pubhc record that may be publrcly drsseminated as a formal ‘ |
| action of the Board and Wl" be reported to the Natlonal Practrtroner Data Bank and to the - N

5 Anzona Medrcal Board s websrte -

7. ;' lf any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared vo:d or otherwrse

' unenforceable the remannder of the Consent Agreemenl in |ts entrrety shall remain in|

force and effect

. DATED:

|MichaeI T Sawz D, T
. —L ST DATED: __//7/6 3
MartlnP Clare, Esq. . . - Lo ' ' / :

| Attorney for Respondent

Approved as to Form

_ , FlNDINGS OF FACT : , . B
1L The Board is the duly constrtuted authonty for the regulat:on and control of

the pr‘acthe of allopathlc medlcnne in the State of Anzona '
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"2 B Respondent |s the holder of llcense number 13243 for the practlce of :

allopathlc medlcme m the State of Anzona R - y | :
o 3 The Board |n|t|ated case number MD 02 0214 after the Board recelved -

notlf catlon of a malpractrce settlement regardlng Respondents care and treatment of a 53 -

' year—old male patlent (“S L. ")

L 4 ' On October 2 1999 at 950 pm SL presented to the Emergency:_'::

Department of Payson Reglonal Medlcal Center ("ER”) wrth complalnts of chromc low back e

pain and abdomlnal pam S L told an ER physrcran (“ER Physncuan") that he ran out of his e

Methadone the prevrous day S. L s pa|n was now unrelentlng and he was moanmg |n'

|| pain and unable to sleep

’}’5{1 S L 's past medlcal hlstory was srgnn‘“ cant for smokmg and peptlc ulcer_
dlsease two hernla surgerles chromc low back paln srnce 1996 treated W|th Klonoprn and
Methadone and multlple knee surgenes all of WhICh rendered hrm drsabled from |
employment | | ' " | | | '

6 SL s vrtal S|gns lncluded blood pressure of 147/94 pulse of 104

resplratlons of . 20 and unlabored The ER Physnclan recommended rn patlent -
detoxrflcatlon but S L refused The ER Physmran gave S L. 60 mg of Toradol and 0.1 mg -

| of Clonldlne S L reported the paln was Iessenlng and was dlscharged wrth a prescnptlon

for 0. 1 mg of Clonldlne 3—4 tlmes dally for wnthdrawal and mstructlons to see h|s pnmary

|| care physrcuan or return |f the paln worsens

"'7.:< On October 3 1999 S. L s W|fe called 911 reportlng that S L had lost

conscrousness at home When the Emergency Medlcal Serv:ce (“EMS") personnel -

arrlved S L was found Iy|ng on ‘the ﬂoor conscious and mumbllng S L. was treated on

_' srte wrth 1100 ccs of mtravenous ﬂunds “ IV ) after Wthh hrs conscrousness |mproved A_

phyS|caI examlnatlon by EMS personnel revealed sores and scabs alI over S L s upper
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extremltles abdomrnal cramplng, and a blood pressure of 82/66 pulse of 104 and

‘ resplratlons of 18 and shallow . L N , - , - _ :
8 At 4:47 p m., on October 3 1999 S L. was brought fo ER vra ambulance ;
and was. seen by Respondent Respondent examlned S L. and ordered 300 ccs of| S

' mtravenous non-sallne ﬂuuds a complete blood count(‘CBC") Iaboratory tests unnalysrsv_ I

and drug screen. S L.’s vrtal S|gns at th|s t|me were a blood pressure of 114/63 pulse 110" |
and respuratlons of 16 that were unlabored B L o

- 9. On October 3 1999 at 740 pm a nurse noted that S L had a small

'amount of rncontlnence of Ioose stool and Lomotll was grven at7: 55 p m

"10'.' Laboratory test results were reported at 7 45 p m. and revealed unne wrth al
smaII amount of mucous 2+ proteln a trace of glucose and 5 7 whlte blood counts

(WBC") and the drug screen was posrtlve for oplates and amphetamlnes The CBC was|.

abnormal for a high WBC of 14 6 and a low red blood count (“RBC") of 3 25 Hemoglobln B

and Hematlc ("H&H’ ) levels were 10 7 and 30. 8 respectlvely The laboratory test was

. _abnormal for a hrgh glucose of 171 and a Iow creatlnrne of 0 7

BT At 7: 55 p m., Respondent revrewed the ER reports from the October 2, 1999

vrsrt and wrote S. L s dlscharge orders for clear I|qU|ds in Iarge quantltles Lomotll 2 four

tlmes a day, follow up wrth S.Ls attendlng physrcran and to contlnue wrth the Clonldme

as prescnbed At the trme of dlscharge S L ] vntal S|gns ‘were reported as a blood -

pressure of 95/67 pulse 138 resplratlons of 20 and a temperature of 99 Respondent u
reports he was never |nformed of these VItaI sxgns at the t|me of dlscharge |

.‘12.*' At 944 pm on October 3 1999 SL s wrfe called 911 When EMS

' personnel arrrved ‘S.L. was found Iylng on hlS bed complalnlng of rectal bleedlng and

'abdomlnal pa|n At 10 04 p m., S.L. appeared dlsorlented and h|s vrtal srgns mcluded al

blood pressure of 90/P, pulse 124 and resplratlons of 24 and blood sugar was measured

- at215 mg.
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L 130 : EMS personnel performed a phyS|cal examlnatlon of S L whlle en route to‘ |

the‘ER The phyS|caI exammatlon revealed abdommal tenderness to palpatlon

_ assomated WIth SL S moanlng, IeS|ons aIl over h|s body and SL was mumbhng

mcoherently

14 At 10 " p m S L arnved at the ER via ambulance At 10 17 p m., S L. was

seen by Respondent agaln Respondent noted that S. L was alert and awake W|th V|tal

srgns as a blood pressure of 75/60 pulse of 133 and resplratlons of 20

15. Respondent noted that he had seen S.L. earller |n the day, that he had

abdomlnal paln and dlarrhea gualac+ but not grossly bloody, and SL had been

dehydrated He further noted that S.L. had been on large doses of narcotlcs for three }' .
years Respondent ordered another CBC more Iaboratory tests a type cross match 3

UPC mtravenous non sallne ﬂwds tlmes 2 PepC|d 20 mtravenously, Foley and» "

vNasogastrlc tube (“NGT")

16. At 10 30 p m., the nurse S notes documented three unsuccessful attempts to

start lntravenous ﬂuvds and wrlst restralnts were applled to malntaln mtravenous ﬂow for o

‘ S L.'s mcreasmg restlessness

A7, At 15 p m., the NGT was mserted and S L. |mmed|ately had a masswe

y gastromtestmal hemorrhage conS|stlng of bnght red blood that was persnstent S L.'s H&H

levels were 5 9 and 17 2 respectlvely Respondent was notlfled and present at S L 's

| bedS|de at 11 30 p.m. ‘SiL. was unable to malntaln an alrway, an mtubatlon was -

performed and a code called from 11 30 p. m untll S. L dled at 12 20 a.m. on October 4, _ '

1999.
"18.: An autopsy report revealed a 4 .5 cm ruptured gastrlc ulcer and the death |
certlf cate Ilsted the cause of death as asplratlon of gastrlc blood secondary to a mass:ve

gastrlc hemorrhage secondary toa gastrlc ulcer
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A '1~9." The standard of care requrred Respondent to revrew S L 's V|tal srgns pr|or to| '
dlscharge especrally in the face ofa hlstory of abdomrnal pam tachycardra anemla and a Rt o
stool posrtlve for blood Once the worsenlng tachycardla and hypotensron were |dent|f|ed o

S L. should not have been dlscharged wrthout further observatron Respondent was rn l

charge of S L s care and should have kept S L for further observatron and monltorrng of

| his vrtal srgns h

‘ ,20. Respondent falled to meet the standard of care when he falled to evaluate
dragnose and treat S. L s gastrrc ulcer and rmproperly drscharglng S L from the
Emergency Room wrth deterloratlng v1tal srgns o | - :

21 : S L dled asa result of the undlagnosed gastnc ulcer

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1L The Board possesses JUI’ISdICtlon over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent | | | v ] | | ) ‘
2 The conduct and crrcumstances descnbed above constrtute unprofessronal "

‘conduct pursuant to A. R S § 32 1401(24)(ll) - (“[c]onduct that the board determrnes is |
-gross negllgence repeated negllgence or neglrgence resultrng in harm to or death of al A'_ o

. patrent .

, . ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT o
_ | 1 . Respondent is |ssued a Decree of Censure for farlrng to evaluate dlagnose.
and treat S L’ s gastnc ulcer and |mproperly drschargrng S L. from the Emergency Room
wrth detenoratlng vrtal srgns ‘ _ - | ‘ - " - )
' .2. ' Respondent shall pay a crvrl penalty in the amount of $1 000 OO wrthrn 60
days of the effectlve date of this Order ' |
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. 3 : Th|s Order is the t”nal drsposrtlon of case number MD 02 0214
DATED AND EFFECTIVE this Z day of September 2003 o

o .ARIZ_ONA.MEDICAL BOARD'.' -

| , Executlve Dlrector
ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this .
f[ day of September 2003 W|th
Anzona Medrcal Board |

9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road '
Scottsdale AZ 85258 ' :

EXECUTED COPY of the foregorng malled
this 4™ ™ day of September 2003 to:

Martrn P. CIare Esq _ I
Campbell Yost Hergenroether Clare & Norell PC
234.N. Central Avenue, Suite 600~~~
Phoenrx AZ 85004 2214 -

EXECUTED COPY of the foregomg malled by . o
Certrt" ed Mai this’ f[*" day of September 2003 to o

MlchaeIT Salwntz M. D
(Address of Record) '

EXECUTED COPY of the foregomg -
hand delrvered this 1"“ day of September 2003 to:ﬂ.'_ :

Chnstlne Cassetta Assustant Attorney General
D.K: Keenom, Division Chief, Enforcement
Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst -

|- Arizona .Medical Board

9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale AZ85258 o

Board Operations

"BARRY A. CASSIDY, Ph.D., PA- C'




