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BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

In the Matter of
Case No. MD-09-1221A
JOSE M. ANGELES, M.D.
ORDER FOR LETTER OF REPRIMAND
Holder of License No. 31900 AND CONSENT TO THE SAME

For the Practice of Allopathic Medicine
In the State of Arizona

Jose A. Angeles, M.D. (“Respondent”) elects to permanently waive any right to a
hearing and appeal with respect to .this Order for Letter of Reprimand; admits the
jurisdiction of the Arizona Medical Board (“Board”); and consents to the entry of this Order
by the Board.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of
the practice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2. Respondent is the holder of license number 31900 for the practice of
allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

3. The Board initiated case number MD-09-1221A after receiving notification of
a malpractice settlement involving Respondent’s care and treatment of a thirty-year-old
female patient (“JK"). |

4, On July 20, 2006, JK presented to the emergency room with left flank and
abdominal pain. A computed tomography (CT) scan of the abdomen and pelvis showed
bilateral renal calculi and. a 4mm calculus at the left proximal ureter associated with
hydronephrosis. On July 29, 2006, JK was transferred to another hospital under the care
of Respondent who telephonically -ordered intravenous (V) fluids, IV antibiotic and
morphine sulfate every three hours as needed. JK subsequently received three doses of

IV morphine over the next ten hours.
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5. On July 30, 2006 at 10:30 a.m., JK complained of increased pain. Hospital
staff notified Respondent who changed the morphine to Dilaudid 3mg IV every two hours.
At 11:27 a.m., Respondent saw and examined JK. His plan was to continue |V fluids, pain
medications and IV antibiotic and await input from the urologist. At 3:00 p.m., JK’s vital
signs showed a decrease in her oxygen saturation rate and blood pressure and an
increase in her pulse rate. JK received another dose of IV Dilaudid at 4:00 p.m. At 7:00
p.m., JK’s vital signs improved and she received another dose of Dilaudid fifteen minutes
later. On July 31, 2006, JK received additional doses of 3mg Dilaudid 1V at 12:30, 2:30 and
4:30 a.m. At 5:00 a.m., it was reported that JK’s pain had improved. At 5:45 a.m., JK was
found unresponsive and in cardiac arrest. JK subsequently died. The autopsy reported a

0.5c¢, stone in the left ureter, mild hydronephrosis and no gross evidence of pyelonephritis.

|} JK’s post-mortem Dilaudid level was 45ng/ml.

6. The standard of care requires a physician to recognize the dosing
recommendations for prescribed narcotic analgesics.

7. Respondent deviated from the standard of care because he did not
recognize the recommendations for the initial starting dose of IV Dilaudid.

8. The repeated large doses of Dilaudid were likely to have caused respiratory
suppression, hypotension and hypoxia leading to a code arrest and the death of JK.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent.
2. The conduct and circumstances described above constitute unprofessional

conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(27)(q) (“[a]ny conduct or practice that is or might be

harmful or dangerous to the health of the patient or the public.”).
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ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT Respondent is issued a Letter of Reprimand.

T
DATED AND EFFECTIVE this /7 day of /f%’c , 2010.

ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

By “;/M/

e 2N LisaS.Wynn /2
I3 OF ARG Executive Director

CONSENT TO ENTRY OF ORDER

1. Respondent has read and understands this Consent Agreement and the

stipﬁlated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order (“Order’). Respondent

acvknowledges he has the right to consult with legal counsel regarding this matter.

2. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that this Order is entered into freely
and voluntarily and that no promise was made or coercion used to induce such entry.

3. By consenting to this Order, Respondent voluntarily relinquishes any rights to
a hearing or judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to challenge
this Order in its entirety as issued by the Board, and waives any other cause of action
related thereto or arising from said Order.

4, The Order is not effective until approved by the Board and signed by its
Executive Director. |

5. AII.admissions made by Respondent are solely for final disposition of this
matter and any subsequent related administrative proceedings or civil litigation involving
the Board and Respondent. Therefore, said admissions by Respondent are not intended

or made for any other use, such as in the context of another state or federal government
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regulatory égency proceeding, civil or criminal court proceeding, in the State of Arizona oré
any other state or federal court.

6. Upon signing this agreement, and returning this document (or a copy thereof)
to the Board’s Executive Director, Respondent may not revoke the consent to the entry of
the Order. Respondent may not make any modifications to the document. Any
modifications to this original document are ineffective and void unless mutually approved
by the parties.

7. This Order is a public record that will be publicly disseminated as a formal
disciplinary action of the Board and will be reported to the National Practitioner's Data
Bank and on the Board's web site as a discipiinary action.

8. If any pa& of the Order is later declared void or otherwise unenforceable, the
remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force and effect. |

9. If the Board does not adopt this Order, Respondent will not assert as a
defense that the Board's consideration of the Order constitutes bias; prejudice,
prejudgment or other similar defense. ‘ | |

10.  Any violation of this Order constitutes unprofessional conduct and may result
in disciplinary action. A.R.S. § § 32-1401(27)(r) (“[v]iolating a formal order, probation,
consent agreement or stipulation issued or entered into by the board or its executive

director under this chapter”) and 32-1451.

QMWM;? DATED: 4{//(/('0

JOSE M.@NGELES{}\A.D.

EXECUTED C f the foregoing mailed
thisZay @%‘Z 2010 to:

Jose A. Angeles, M.D.
Address of Record
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Gordon Lewis

Jones Skelton & Hochuli

2901 N. Central Ave., Ste 800
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2728

ORIGINAL of the foregoingfiled
trp%day 9 , 2010 with:

Arizona Medical Board
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Arizona Medical Board Staff




