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| SAMUEL W. GEHRING, M.D.

BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

in the Matter of
Case No. MD-14-0757A

ORDER FOR LETTER OF
Holder of Lisense No. 14691 REPRIMAND AND PROBATION;
For the Practice of Aliopathic Medicine AND CONSENT TO THE SAME

In the State of Arizona.

Samuel W. Gehring, M.D. ("Respondent”), elects to permanently waive any ﬁght to
a hearing and appeal with respect to this Order for a Letter of Reprimand and Probation;
admits the jurisdiction of the Arizona Medical Board ("Board”); and consents to the entry of
this Order by the Board.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of
the practice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona. ‘

2, Respondent is the holder of license number 14691 for the practice of
allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

3. The Board initiated case number MD14-0757A after receiving a Disciplinary
Action Report indicating that the Kentucky Medical Board (*KMB") reinstated Respondent's
prescribing privileges.

4.  According to an Agreed Order of Indefinite Restriction (“First Agreed Order"),
in May of 2013, the KMB was made aware that Respondent was routinely prescribing
controlled substances to inmates at the Mason County Detention Center who had histories

of drug violations. In August of 2013, a KMB consultant reviewed 15 patient charts and

found that Respandent departed from or failed to ¢onform to acceptable and prevailing

' 'medical practices in regards to his evaluation and diagnosls of medical problems, record

keeping, prescriptions were inconsistently attached, and medication lists were

inconsistenfly updated. The KMB consultant atso found that Respondent demonstrated
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gross negligence in that he failed to modify his treatments when patients had alamming
inconsistencies in their medical records, Incongruencies in their urine drug screens and
reports from third parties about grave concems.

5. On February 19, 2014, Respondent entered into The First Agreed Order with
the KMB. Multiple stipulations were outlined in The First Agreed Order, Inciuding a
restriction from prescribing. On May 15, 2014, the KMB reinstated Respondent’s
prescribing privileges (*Second Agreed Order”); however, Respondént remains on an
indefinite practice restristion with the KMB that includes periodic third party chart reviews
and additional continuing medical education requirements. This Second Agreed Order
remains in effect.

6. On June 18, 2014, Board staff mailed a notice |etter requesting a response
from Respondent regarding the current investigation, with a deadline of July 2, 2014.
Board staff called Respondent’s office on July 8, 2014 and left a message requesting 2 call
back, as he had not responded to the Board's letter. On July 24, 2014, Board staif called
Respondent's office again and spoke with his Medical Assistant who stated that
Respondent did not receive the initial letter requesting a response. The June 18, 2014
letter was then faxed to Respondent’s office. Respondent falled to respond to these
attempts to contact him.

7. Respondent submitted a licensee response on March 21, 2015.

8. According to the KMB, Respondent is currently in compliance with his
Second Agreed Order, including completion of required continuing medical education
("CME”) requireme’nis and two successful chart reviews.

9. | On March 26, 2014, Respoﬁdenit requested an opportunity to resolve the

current investigation and keep his Arizona license.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
a.  The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent.
b. -~ The conduct and circumstances described above constitute unprofessional
conduct pursuant fo A.R.S. §32-1401(27){o} (“[a]ction that Is taken against a doctor of
medicine by another ficensing or regulatory jurisdiction due to that doctor's mental or

physical inability to engage safely in the practice of medicine, the doctor's medical

incompetence or for unprofessional conduct as defined by that jurisdiction and that

corresponds directly or, indirectly to an act of unprofessional conduct prescribed by this
paragraph. The action taken may include refusing, denying, revoking or suspending a
license by that jurisdiction or a surrendering of a license to that jurisdiction, otherwise
limiting, restricting or monitoring a licensee by that jurisdiction or placing a licensee on
probation by that jurisdiction.).

c. The conduct and circumstances described above constitute unprofessional
conduct pursuant to A.R.S. §32-1401(27)(dd) ("[flalling to furnish information in a timely

manner to the board or the board's investigators or representatives if legally requested by

1 the board.”).

ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:
1. Respondent s issued a Letter of Reprimand.
2. Respondent is placed on Probation for a period of time equal to the length of

time remaining on the Second Agreed Order with the following terms and conditions:

a. Compliance with the Second Agreed Order
Respondent shall remain compliant with the Second Agreed Order at all

times. Respondent shall authorize the KMB to communicate with Board staff regarding the
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status of his compliance with the Second Agreed Order, including providing the Board with
a point of contact, and executing any releases necessary to facilitate full communication
between the Board and the KMB, and allowing the KMB to contact the Board directly in the
event that Respondent is no longer in compliance with the Second Agreed Order.

b. Practice Restriction

Respondent shall not prescribe controlled substances in Arizona until
termination of this Qrder.

¢. Obey All Laws

Respondent shall obey all state, federal and local laws, all rules governing
the practice of medicine in Arizona, and remain in full compliance with any court ordered
criminal probation, payments and other orders. .

d. Probation Termination

Prior to the temmination of Probation, Respondent must submit a written
request to the Board for release from the terms of this Order. Respondent's request for
release will be placed on the next pending éoard agenda, provided a complete submission
is received by Board staff no less than 14 days pn'.or to the Board meeting. Respondent’s
request for release must provide the Board with evidence establishing that he has
successfully satisfied all of the terms and conditions of this Order and the Second Agreed
Order issued by the KMB. The Board has the sole discretion to determine whether all of
the terms and conditions of this Order have been met or whether fo take any other action

that is consistent with its statutory and regulatory authority.

3. The Board retains jurisdiction and may initiate new action against

Respondent based upon any violation of this Order.
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matter and any subsequent related administrative proceedings or civil litigation involving

TN ot I
PATED AND EFFECTIVE this day of J tny, , 2015,

ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

Patricia E. McSorley J
Executive Director

CONSENT TO ENTRY OF ORDER

1. Respondent has read and understands this Consent Agreement and the
stipulated Findings of Faet, Conclusions of Law and Order (“Order”), Respondent
acknowledges he has the right to consult with legal counsel regarding this matter.

2. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that this Order is entered Into freely
and voluntarily and that no promise was made or coercion used to induce such entry.

3. | By consenting to this Order, Respondent voluntarily reflinquishes any rights to
a hearing or judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to challenge
this Order in lts entirety as issued by the Board, and waives any other cause of action
related thereto or arising from said Order.

4, The Order is not effective until approved by the Board and signed by its
Executive Director.

5. All admissions made by Respondent are solely for final disposition of this

the Board and Respondent. Thefefdre:, said admissions by Respondent are not intended
or made for any other use, such as in the context of aneother state or federal government
regulatory agency proceeding, civil or criminal court proceeding, in the State of Arizona or

any other state or federal court.
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6. . Upon signing this agreement, and returning this document (or a cbpy thereof)
to the Board's Executive Director, Respondent may not revoke the consent to the entry of
the Order. Respondent may not make any modifications to the document. Any
modifications to this original document are ineffective and void unless mutually approved
by the parties.

7. This Order is a public record that wiil be publicly disseminated as a formal
disciplinary action of the Board and will be reported to the National Practitioner's Data
Bank and on the Board's web site as a disciplinary action.

8. If any part of the Order Is later declared void or otherwise unenforceable, the
remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force and effect.

9. If the Board does not adopt this Order, Respondent will not assert as a
defense that the Board’s consideration of the Order constitules bias, prejudice,
prejudgment or other similar defense.

10.  Any violation of this Order constitutes unprofessional conduct and may result
in disciplinary action. A.R.S. § § 32-1401(27)(r) (“[v]iclating a formal order, probation,
consent agreement or stipulation issued or entered into by the board or its executive
director under this chapter.”) and 32-1461,

11. Respondent acknowledges that, pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2501(16), he
cannot act as a supervising physician for a physician assistant while his license is on

probation.
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12. Respondent has read and understands the conditions of probation.
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AMUEL . GEHFING, M.D. f

EXECUTED COPRY of the foregoing mailed
this™dayof _ duae 2015 to;

Samuel W. Gehring
Address of Record

ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed
this X™ dayof Ny ee ., 2015 with:

Arizona Medicat Board
9545 E. Doubietree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
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Board Stal

TOTAL P.008



