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BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

In the Matter of
Case No. MD-14-0586A
PETER L. POWERS, M.D.
FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS
Holder of License No. 20371 OF LAW AND ORDER FOR LETTER
For the Practice of Allopathic Medicine OF REPRIMAND

In the State of Arizona.

The Arizona Medical Board (“Board”) considered this matter at its public meeting on
October 7, 2015. Peter L. Powers, M.D. (“Respondent”), appeared with legal counsel, Mr.
Richard Delo, before the Board for a formal interview pursuant to the authority vested in
the Board by A.R.S. § 32-1451(H). The Board voted to issue Findings of Fact, Conclusions
of Law and Order after due consideration of the facts and law applicable to this matter.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of
the practice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2. Respondent is the holder of license number 20371 for the practice of
allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

3. The Board initiated case number MD-14-0586A after receiving
correspondence from the Arizona Department of Health Services (“AZDHS") stating that
Dr. Powers made a false statement in the practice of medicine by attesting on Medical
Marijuana Certification (“MMC”) forms that he reviewed the Controlled Substances
Prescription Monitoring Program (“CSPMP”) database when he did not.

4, During the period of July 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013, Respondent signed
MMC forms for seventy-nine (79) patients. The MMC forms require the signing physician
to affirm, among other things, that the physician queried the CSPMP database prior to

issuing the MMC. Respondent admitted during the course of the investigation and during
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the formal interview that he delegated the task of checking the CSPMP to a nurse
practitioner. Board staff confirmed that the nurse practitioner queried twenty-one (21) of
the seventy-nine (79) patients. Of the twenty-one (21) patients, the nurse practitioner only
queried ten (10) on the date that Respondent provided MMC to the patient. Additionally,
the nurse practitioner queried eight (8) patients after the certificate date. Lastly, the nurse
practitioner queried three (3) patients prior to Respondent’s certification, with the queries
occurring between 15 days and three months prior to the certification date.

5. During the formal interview on this matter, Respondent testified that for each
of the patients he issued an MMC to, he obtained a history, reviewed prior medical
records, and performed an examination. He further testified that he did not realize that he
was required to personally review the CSPMP prior to issuing the MMC. Respondent also
testified that he no longer issues MMCs.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent.
2. The conduct and circumstances described above constitute unprofessional

conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(27)(t) (“[k]lnowingly making any false or fraudulent
statement, written or oral, in connection with the practice of medicine or if applying for
privileges or renewing an application for privileges at a health care institution.”).
ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. Respondent is issued a Letter of Reprimand.
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RIGHT TO PETITION FOR REHEARING OR REVIEW

Respondent is hereby notified that he has the right to petition for a rehearing or
review. The petition for rehearing or review must be filed with the Board’s Executive
Director within thirty (30) days after service of this Order. A.R.S. § 41-1092.09(B). The
petition for rehearing or review must set forth legally sufficient reasons for granting a
rehearing or review. A.A.C. R4-16-103. Service of this order is effective five (5) days after
date of mailing. A.R.S. § 41-1092.09(C). If a petition for rehearing or review is not filed,
the Board's Order becomes effective thirty-five (35) days after it is mailed to Respondent.

Respondent is further notified that the filing of a motion for rehearing or review is

required to preserve any rights of appeal to the Superior Court.

vy
DATED AND EFFECTIVE this 3" day of _ L2cemAR/ 2015,

ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

By ?debw« E. MLSQ/('-&\

Patricia E. McSorley
Executive Director

EXEC( TED COPY of the foregoing mailed
this ay of Decomber ,2015t0:

Richard K. Delo

Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, PLC
One E. Washington Street Suite 1900
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2554

Attorney for Respondent

ORIGIN&L of the foregoing filed
this ° 5( day of (¢c e lpes2015 with:

Arizona Medical Board
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
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