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'BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

In the Matter of - . .
- - ' Case No.  MD-11-1185A .
ROBERT R. MAXWELL, M.D. _ _ . i
: : - ' ORDER FOR LETTER OF REPRIMAND
Holder of License No. 7468 : _ AND CONSENT TO THE SAME '

For the Practice of Allopathic Medicine o -

In the State of Arizona

by the Board.

Robert R. Maxwell, M.D: (“Respondent”) elects' to permanently waive any right to a
hearing and appeal with respect ‘to_'this Order for Letter of Reprimand; admits the|

ju'risdictio'n of thé Arizona Medical Board ("Board”); and consents to the entry of this Order

FINDINGS OF FACT .

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of |

the practice of allopathic medicing in the State of Arizona.

2. Respondent is the holder of license number 7468 for the practice of

allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona. | |
3. | The Boafd initiated cése numbér MD-11-1185A éfter the Arizona Health |
Care Cost Containmgant System (AHCCCS) repoﬁed that it had investigated ,al-legations
r_egarding Respbndent’s care and treatment of a 45 year-old female patient (NM) and had
conciuded that ihe' case should be reviewed by the Boafd for inap.propriate follow up and
post-surgical care. | o | |

4, On May 27, 2011, R@spondvent peArfo_rmed revision of NM’s Iumbér

pseudarlhrosis without complication. The hospitaliét followed NM posfoperatively without

ény progress notes Conﬁrming a visit by RespOnde\nt. On May 29, 2011, the hospitalist

noted that NM was étable .and would be,’discharged after being seen Respondent. Physi_ca}
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therapy noted that all phySIcai therapy goals' had been met NM’s two postoperatlve
hemovac drams had minimal drammg of 15 and 40cC's on this date

5. On May 30, 2011 the hospltahst noted a postoperatlve hematocnt of 29 5
and hemogtobm of 8. The foilowmg day, the hospitallst noted hemoglobm of 8.1 and
awaited a decision from“Re‘sponde‘nt regavrdmg transfusion. NM had siable vital signs '

throughout this period. The hospitalist coritacted Respondent and was told that he was |

‘unavai'lable at that time. NM’s hemovac drains had minimal draining of 20 and 1Dcc’s On

May 31, 2011, NM was dtscharged w;th her hemovac drains stlll in place with minimal
draining noted to 0 and 30cc’s. -

6. The Medxcal Consultant (MC) observed that Respondent did not see NM at
all -following surgery. The MC‘ opined that NMs drains were left in place for two days
longer than appronriate, and that NM was confinued in the hespjtal for two days longer|
than appropriate. | |

7. The standard. of care requires a physician to visit the petient postoperatively |-

Wlth approp”atedressmgChangeondaymlo’ anddl_scontmuanon Ofthedrams bythe R

surgeon when dra:nage fell below 50c¢c’s.
8. Respondent deviated from the standard of care by falhng to see NM
postoperatively, and by ieavmg the drains |nplace for two days longer than appropnate.

9. " There - was potential for increased postoperative 'infecﬁon risk  with|

f_postc)perative’ drains Ieft_ in‘piace for four. days. There was also the possibility' of

hemodynamic instability with a hemoglobin acutely postoperatively of 8.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Boafd possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over

Respondent.
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2. The conduct and crrcumstances descnbed above constrtute unprofessronal

. conduct pursuant to A. R S. § 32 1401(27)(q) (“ Iny conduct or practice that is or might be

harmful or dangerous to the health of the patient or the publlc”)
ORDER
IT 1S HEREBY ORDERED THAT Respondent is issued a Letter of Reprimand.

DATED AND EFFECTIVE this _ e dgy%/tz/ , 2012, -

antilitng,

o aMED’CA( “, - ARIZONA MEDICAL BOAR
(SEA, N
:;* » 4 By ‘ £
—.,; _ Lisa’S. Wynn /

Executive Director

CONSENT TO ENTRY OF ORDER'

- ..1.. _ Respondent has read and understands this..Consent. Agreement .and. the .

'stipulated Fmdmgs of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order (“Order”). ReSpondent

acknowledges he has the right to consult with legal counsel regardmg this matter

2. Respondent acknowledges and agrees-that this Order is entered into freely|

and voluntarily and that no prom.ise was made or coercion used to induce such entry.

3, ~ By consenting to thi.s Order, Respondent voluntarﬂy relinquishes any rights to
a hearing or judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to challenge
thrs Order in its entlrety as rssued by the Board, and warves any other cause of action
related thereto or arising from sard Order

4, The Order is not effectlve until approved by the Board and srgned by its

Executrve Dlrector
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5. Al admrssmns made by Respondent are sotely for final dlspOSItlon of this|
matter and any subsequent related admrmstratlve proceedmgs or c;vﬂ [mgatron mvolvrng ,
the Board and Respondent. Therefore, svard admissions by Respondent are not intended ]
or’ made for any other use, such as in the context of another. state‘o'r federal govemment
regu]atory agency proceedmg, civil or criminal oourt proceeding, in the State of Arrzona or|
any other state or federal court. | |

6. - ~ Upon signing this agreement, and'returning this document (or a copy thereof)

to the Board’s Executive Director, Respondent may not revoke the consent to the entry of

the Order. Respondent may not make any vm‘odiﬁcations to the document, 'Any‘

modifications to this original document are ineffective and void unless mutually app'roved |

by the partres

.7./ This Order is a publlc record that will be pubhcly dlssemmated as a formal
drscrptmary actron of the Board and will be reported to the Natlonal Practxtloners Data

Bank and on the Board s web site as a dlscrpllnary action.

8 lf any part of the Order is Iater declared vord or otherwrse unenforoeabte the

remainder of the Order in rts entirety shall remam in force and effect

9. If the Board does not adopt this Order, Respondent wrll not. assert as a

defense that the Board’s oonsrderatlon of the Order constrtutes bias, prejudroe

vprejudgment or other similar defense.

| 10, Any violation‘of this Order constitutes unprofessi'ona! conduct and may result
in’ disciplinary action. AR.S. § § 32-1401(27)(r) ("[vliolating a forrnal ord'er, probation,
consent agreement or stipulation- issued or entered into by’the”'board or its exeoutive '
director under.this chapter”) and 32-1451. - ; :
| /
ﬁu (\\‘h}% e Y
DATED S B
Robert\R/Maxwell M.D. - ' ' '
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EXEC DCOP of the foregomg mailed
,2012to; -

Stephen Myers Esq
One East Camelback Rd, Ste 500
Phoenix, AZ 85012 '

ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed |
thi day ef , 2012 with:

Arizona Medical Board -
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258

WMedicaﬁl B%?




